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SUB J : TRAINING PROGRAM FOR FOREIGN SERVICE ECONOMIC/ 

COMMERCIAL LOCALS - KATALIN SIMON NOMINATION 

REF : STATE 293289 

EMBASSY WELCOMES OPPORTUNITY TO NOMINATE FSL-4 KATALIN 
SIMON FOR TRAINING COURSE COMMENCING MAR 7, 1977, IN 
WASHINGTON. DETAILS REQUESTED, KEYED TO PARA 10 REFTEL, 

FOLLOW BELOW: 

A. KATALIN SIMON 

B. BORN AUG 2, 1945, IN GYULA, HUNGARY 

C. FLUENT ENGLISH - S-4, R-4 PLUS BY EMBASSY CONSEN- 
SUS ON FSI SCALE 

D. BEGAN WORK AT EMBASSY AND CURRENT JOB JAN 13, 1973 

E. APPLICANT IS ORIGINAL AND SOLE COMMERCIAL LOCAL. 

IN THIS ROLE SHE HANDLES ENTIRE RANGE OF COMMERCIAL RELA- 
TIONS WITH HUNGARY. IN ADDITION TO USUAL MAINTAINING AND 
UPDATING COMMERCIAL DATA ON HUNGARY, MUCH OF HER JOB IS 
DEVOTED TO MYRIAD OF BUSINESS FACILITATION QUESTIONS 
INCLUDING CONSTANT CONTACT WITH FOREIGN TRADE ORGANIZA- 
TIONS AND MINISTRIES; ORGANIZING PLANT VISITS AND OTHER 
PERMISSIBLE MEETINGS WITH "END-USERS;" COUNSELING VISI 
TORS ON FACTS OF BUSINESS LIFE IN HUNGARY; ARRANGING 
PROGRAMS FOR VISITING VIP'S SUCH AS SECRETARIES MORTON, 
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BUTZ, AND RICHARDSON; FINDING ROOM IN THE INN FOR VISIT- 
ING FIREMEN WHEN EVERY HOTEL FULLY BOOKED; TRANSMITTING 
COPIOUS PUBLICATIONS TO PROPER RECIPIENTS; AND ORGANIZING 
U.S. PARTICIPATION IN TECHNICAL SALES SEMINARS AND TRADE 
FAIRS. ALL OF ABOVE ALONE WITH A MINIMUM OF SUPERVISION A MAXIMUM 
OF IMAGINATION. 
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F. ATTENDED BUDAPEST'S TECHNICAL SCHOOL OF ECONOMY 
1959-63 AND RECEIVED DIPLOMA. WORKED EIGHT YEARS WITH 
HUNGARIAN AIRLINE "MALEV" IN SALES PROMOTION. DIPLOMA 
FOR "POSTGRADUATE COURSE ON HUNGARIAN FOREIGN TRADE" 
ORGANIZED BY HUNGARIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND FOREIGN 
TRADE COLLEGE 1974-75. CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN USDA COR- 
RESPONDENCE COURSE "WRITING FOR GOVERNMENT." 

G. INDUSTRIES OF PARTICULAR INTEREST INCLUDE: 

(1) CIVIL AVIATION - FOR DISCUSSIONS ON WIDE-BODIED 
AIRCRAFT AND GROUND CONTROL EQUIPMENT; 

(2) AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT - TO CONSULT WITH SEVERAL 
FIRMS WHICH HAVE OR ARE PLANNING COOPERATION AGREEMENTS 
WITH HUNGARY AND TO BRIEF NEW-TO-MARKET PARTICIPANTS IN 
USG-SPONSORED "AGROMASEXPO;" 

(3) MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - TO DISCUSS CURRENT JOINT VENTURE 
WITH CORNING (CORNING, N.Y.), PROPOSED VENTURE WITH 
UNION CARBIDE (YC), AND FOLLOWUP WITH SIX PARTICIPANTS 
IN FEB 1977 TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR ON DIAGNOSTIC LABORA 
TORY AND CARDIAC EQUIPMENT. 

(4) ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT - FOR BRIEFINGS ON EXPORT CON 
TROL PROBLEMS/PROSPECTS PLUS MEETINGS WITH FAIRCHILD 
REGARDING INFANT CHIP ASSEMBLY PLANT IN HUNGARY AND 
OTHER PROJECTS. 

H. SUGGESTED CITIES TO BE VISITED BESIDES WASHINGTON 
INCLUDE: CHICAGO FOR VISIT TO COMMERCE FIELD OFFICE, 
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INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER AND CORN PRODUCTION SYSTEMS, 

INC; FARGO FOR MEETINGS WITH STEIGER TRACTOR OFFICIALS; 

SAN FRANCISCO TO VISIT FIELD OFFICE AND FAIRCHILD; LOS 
ANGELES TO VISIT FIELD OFFICE AND MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS COR 
PORATION; CORNING, N.Y. (CORNING GLASS), AND NEW YORK 
CITY (UNION CARBIDE). 

I. POST JUSTIFICATION FOR NOMINATION: MRS SIMON IS 

ONE OF EMBASSY'S MOST VALUABLE EMPLOYEES. SHE CONSTANTLY 
RECEIVES HIGH MARKS FOR HER ASSISTANCE TO OFFICIAL AND 
BUSINESS VISITORS. SHE HAS MANY YEARS OF SERVICE AHEAD 
OF HER WITH UNLIMITED POTENTIAL FOR ADVANCEMENT. EMBASSY 
OFFICERS FAMILIAR WITH PAST FSI/COMMERCE/EB PROGRAMS 
BELIEVE THAT TRAINING IN U.S. AT THIS TIME WOULD EXPO- 
NENTIALLY INCREASE HMNOXOMON'S UNDERSTANDING OF U.S. 
BUSINESS SCENE AND INCREASE HER SENSIVITY REQUIREMENTS 
OF END-USERS IN WASHINGTON. WE ARE OF COURSE AWARE THAT 
MRS SIMON HAS NOT COMPLETED FSI CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
FOR COMMERCIAL LOCALS, BUT THIS IS DUE TO ITS INAPPLICA- 
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BILITY TO NON-MARKET ECONOMIES, SUCH AS HUNGARY. LIKE- 
WISE, TO DATE, NO REGIONAL SEMINAR HAS BEEN OFFERED TO 
SUIT EASTERN EUROPEAN NEEDS. WE STRONGLY FEEL HOWEVER THAT 
BECAUSE OF PAUCITY OF ACCURATE INFORMATION ON U.S. IN 
HUNGARY, FIRSTHAND TRAINING IS ESSENTIAL FOR MRS SIMON 
TO BETTER UNDERSTAND COUNTRY SHE ABLY REPRESENTS. FINALLY, 
SELECTION OF MRS SIMON FOR THIS TRAINING PROGRAM WOULD 
BE ONE MORE SIGN TO GOH THAT USG REMAINS SERIOUS IN ITS 
EFFORT TO FURTHER DEVELOP OUR BILATERAL COMMERCIAL RELA- 
TIONS EVEN IN CONTINUED ABSENCE OF MFN. WE ARE CERTAIN 
THAT HUNGARY, WITH THE MOST LIBERAL TRAVEL POLICY OF ANY 
BLOC COUNTRY, WOULD ISSUE MRS SIMON (WHO IS MARRIED AND 
HAS ONE SON) A PASSPORT. 

MUDD 
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